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New Law Simplifies Clerk Fees, Strengthens Courthouse Security

A new state law, effective Jan. 1, could generate millions of dollars to bolster

courthouse security in 94 counties without costing taxpayers a penny. Knox County opted

out of the bill, which was enacted by the General Assembly during the 2005 legislative

session.

The statute also simplifies the system used by court clerks to collect fees in civil and

criminal cases. Under the new law, most fees will become uniform across the state, shifting

to flat fees applying to categories of judicial proceedings. The existing law, adopted in

1974, includes 120 different dollar amounts or percentages to be collected for various

services performed by court clerks. Fees for the same services also vary from county to

county.

“This legislation was the result of months of study and work by a Tennessee Judicial

Council committee and others who were committed to coming up with a revenue neutral

uniform system of clerk fees,” said Elizabeth Sykes, interim administrative director of the

courts. “As they are now, there is an incredible lack of uniformity from one county or court

to the next.”

The bill adopted this year was amended as it worked its way through the legislative

process to add $2 to continuance fees, raising the state-mandated fee to $7. Beginning

with the new year, the additional $2 will be collected for every continuance in every court.

The money will remain in the counties where it is collected and must be used for

courthouse security.

“A number of tragic incidents across the country in recent years has put the spotlight

on the critical need to make our courthouses safe and secure,” Sykes said. “But, it has

been difficult for some counties to come up with money to buy the equipment and pay

personnel to make sure that the public, judges, lawyers, parties in court cases and

everyone who uses our courthouses can be assured they are safe facilities.  This is going

to make it possible for counties provide courthouse security without relying on taxpayers to

foot the bill.”


