
IN THE TENNESSEE COURT OF THE JUDICIARY 

IN RE: THE HONORABLE JOHN A. BELL 
JUDGE, GENERAL SESSIONS COURT 
COCKE COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

DOCKET NO. M2008-00932-CJ-CJ-CJ 

Complainant: Dan Metcalf 
File No. 06-274 1 

MOTION TO DEEM REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS ADMITTED FOR FAILURE 
TO TIMELY RESPOND 

A request for admissions was served on Judge John A. Bell when the complaint in 

this cause was served as authorized in Tennessee Rule of Civil Procedure 36.01. The 

service of these documents occurred May 8,2008, and Judge Bell was required to file an 

answer to these requests before the expiration of 45 days from this service. No answers 

to these requests were filed by Judge Bell. On July 7,2008, Judge John A. Bell through 

his attorneys filed a number of general objections to the request and asserted Judge Bell's 

right against self-incrimination under the Fifth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of the Tennessee Constitution as to each and 

every question. See the attached response. 

Judge John A. Bell's counsel has notified Disciplinary Counsel that Judge Bell 

will exercise his right against self-incrimination in the upcoming discovery deposition 

and will not answer the request for admissions or interrogatories, thereby preventing any 

meaningful pretrial discovery on the issues before the court. Disciplinary Counsel moves 

that the request for admissions be deemed admitted because of their untimely response 

under the rule, or in the alternative that the general objections be ruled upon by the court 

pretrial. Disciplinary Counsel accepts the fact that Judge Bell has the right to exercise his 
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right against self-incrimination under both Federal and State Constitutions both pretrial 

and at trial. However, counsel is of the opinion that, because of the untimely nature of 

these responses, the request for admissions should be deemed admitted. If in fact these 

requests for admissions are deemed admitted, the nature and order of the proof at the trial 

of this matter would be greatly streamlined. 

This case is currently scheduled for trial beginning September 22,2008. 

Disciplinary Counsel requests that this matter be set for August 27, 2008, at 1 :00 p.m. at 

the Supreme Court Room, Nashville, Tennessee, for the court to determine this and any 

other pretrial matters to ensure that the court is capable of trying this matter in a timely, 

expeditious fashion on the date set for this trial. 
n 

Disciplinary c o w f o r  the Court of the Judiciary 
503 N. Maple Street 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37 130 
(61 5) 898-8004 

Certificate of Service 

A copy of the foregoing was served upon the following by U.S. Mail First Class Postage 
prepaid upon 

Gordon Ball 
Ball & Scott 

550 W. Main Street, Suite 601 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 

On the (. day of July 2008. 

Disciplinary ~ouhsdl  for the Court of the Judiciary 
503 N. Maple Street 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37 130 
(6 15) 898-8004 
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COCKE COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
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RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS TO REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS 
-- - ---- - --- 

NOW INTO COURT comes The Honorable John A. Bell, Judge, General 

Sessions Court, Cocke County, Tennessee ("Judge Bell"), pursuant to Tennessee Rule of 

Civil Procedure 36, and responds and objects to the Requests for Admissions propounded 

by Disciplinary Counsel: 

I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

Judge Bell and his counsel have been advised by Tennessee law enforcement 

officials that in addition to these proceedings in the Court of Judiciary, a criminal 

investigation has been commenced - based upon the same factual allegations and charges 

- under the auspices of the Tennessee Attorney General & Reporter's Law Enforcement 

and Special Prosecution Division for alleged oEcial corruption, in conjunction with the 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. As a result, Judge Bell has been advised by counsel 

to assert and invoke, and hereby does respectfully assert and invoke, his privilege against 

self-incrimination guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution 

and under Article I, Section 9 of the Tennessee Constitution. 



11. GENERAL OBJECTIONS 

1. Judge Bell objects to the Requests to the extent they purport to impose 

obligations and require procedures beyond those set forth in the Tennessee Rules of Civil 

Procedure and all other applicable laws and rules. 

2. Judge Bell objects to the Requests to the extent they purport to require the 

disclosure of information protected from disclosure by the attorney-client privilege, the 

work-product doctrine or any other applicable privilege, law of rule. Judge Bell hereby 

claims such privileges and protections to the extent implicated by each of the Requests 

and will exclude such privileged information from its responses. Any inadvertent 

disclosure of such privileged or protected information is not intended to waive those 

privileges or protections. 

3. Judge Bell objects to the Requests to the extent they purport to require the 

disclosure of information that is not presently in the possession, custody or control of 

Judge Bell. 

4. Judge Bell objects to the Requests to the extent they are overbroad, unduly 

burdensome and are not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of relevant 

information. 

5. Judge Bell's failure to object on any particular ground shall not be 

construed as a waiver of its rights to object on any additional ground. 

6.  In making these objections, Judge Bell does not in any way waive or 

intend to waive, but rather preserves and intends to preserve: 



a. all rights to object on any ground to the competency, relevancy, 

materiality and admissibility of any information that may be provided in response to the 

Requests or the subject matter thereof; 

b. all rights to object on any ground to the use of any information or 

document that may be provided in response to the Requests or subject matter thereof; and 
-- 

c. all rights to object on any ground to any request for further responses to 

this or any other discovery request. 

rn. SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS AND RESPONSES 

1. Admit that you have been a full-time general sessions judge fiom July 1, 

2005, to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing -criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

2. Admit that Tommy Large has been married to your spouse's sister 

continuously from July I, 2005, to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respecthlly decline to respond to  this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 



by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

3. Admit that you became aware of the provisions of Canon 3C(5) of the 

Code of Judicial Conduct at some time prior to September I ,  2006. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 
- - -  - - - - 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Temessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

4. Admit that East Tennessee Probation, Lnc. has been the only private 

probation provider for your general sessions court from July 1,2005, to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the forrnal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

5. Admit that it is your belief that Tommy Large was the executive director 

and/or an employee of East Tennessee Probation, Lnc. on July 1, 2005, and has continued 

to be the executive director andlor an employee to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 
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the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfi-~lly decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this maner. 

6 .  Admit that it is your belief that Tommy Large has been receiving 
- - - -  

compensation from East Tennessee Probation, h c .  from July I, 2005, to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article 1, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

7. Admit that it is your belief that Tommy Large andlor your spouse's sister 

have been receiving rent from East Tennessee Probation, Inc. from July 1,2005, to date. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

8. Admit that you approached Cocke County Mayor Iliff McMahan at some 

time prior to September 1,2006, with the idea of allowing someone other than yourself to 

select provider services for your general sessions and juvenile courts. 
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RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 
- . - . . . - 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

9. Admit that you drafted, had drafted, typed, andlor chose the wording of 

the Memorandum of Agreement attached as Exhibit A. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respecthlly decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

10. Admit that Jennifer Shelton was selected as the Director of Court Services 

under the Memorandum of Agreement. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 



11.  Admit that Jennifer Shelton was at the time of her selection and has 

continued to be the juvenile probation officer for Cocke County. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 
. . . . . . - . .- . . . . . . .  ~. - . - .  .. .- . . .. . - -  .. .. . .  - .  

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

12. Admit that no private probation provider other than East Tennessee 

Probation, Inc. has been selected by the Director of Court Services after September 1, 

2006, to provide probation services for the Cocke County General Sessions Court andlor 

Juvenile Court. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

13. Admit that it is your belief that fees paid by probationers to East 

Tennessee Probation, Lnc. provide a source for the compensation of its employees. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 



request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

14. Admit that you have allowed Tommy Large to sit adjacent to you on the 

bench during court sessions from and after July I, 2005. 
. . .  - - . - . - . . 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

15. Admit that you were aware of the provisions of Canon 3E from and after 

July I, 2005. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

1 6.  Admit that you received Disciplinary Counsel's letter dated June 1 8, 2007, 

alleging your failure to disqualify yourself in cases involving East Tennessee Probation, 

Inc. is in violation of Canons 3E(l) and 3E(l)(d)(iii). 



RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 
- . . . - - - . - . - - - . - - . .- - - - . . . . - - - . - . . , . . .. . . . . . . . . -. . . . . 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

17. Admit that you have continued to hear cases involving East Tennessee 

Probation, Inc. after receipt of the June 18,2007, letter. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

18. Admit that on or about February 6, 2006, you conducted a hearing 

involving Scottie Ellison, who was on probation for passing worthless checks and was 

not current in paying the amount of the worthless checks, costs and/or fees. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 
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19. Admit that, to the best of your knowledge, the transcript attached as 

Exhibit B is substantially accurate as to what occurred and what was said in open court 

on or about February 6,2006. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 
~ . .  ..-.. .- ~ ~ . . .  - . . , . . .  .. . -  - . .... . - - .. .. - 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

20. Admit that, to the best of your knowledge, on that date you were informed 

by a representative of East Tennessee Probation, Lnc. of an alleged comment by Dan 

Metcalf to Scottie Ellison relating to you andlor the probation services provided to your 

court. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

21. Admit that, to the best of your knowledge, upon receiving information 

about this alleged comment, you asked that Dan Metcalf be brought into court. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 
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the Tennessee Constjtution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by varjous State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

22. Adrnjt that in or about March 2004, you spoke at the Grace Missionary 
.-- .. - - - - - - - . 

Baptist Church, and you were given a $1 00 check with the notation "honorarium" on the 

check. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 

23. Admit that you did not report any extra-judicial compensation from Grace 

Missionary Baptist Church in 2004 on your Canon 4H(2) public report. 

RESPONSE: Judge Bell asserts his privilege against self-incrimination guaranteed by 

the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution and under Article I, Section 9 of 

the Tennessee Constitution. Judge Bell must respectfully decline to respond to this 

request due to the ongoing criminal investigation, as described above, being conducted 

by various State departments and agencies into the alleged facts asserted in the formal 

charges brought against him in this matter. 



Respectfully submitted, this 7Ih day of July, 2008. 

Ball & Scott 
550 W Main Street, Suite 601 
Knoxville, TN 37902 
Telephone: (865) 525-7028 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

A copy of the foregoing was served upon the following by US Mail, first class 

postage prepaid, upon: 

Joseph S. Daniel 
503 North Maple Street 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37 1 30 
... . ~ ~ .. - -  . . . . 

This 7Ih day of July, 2008. 


