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HENRY RE-ELECTED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

        BY STATE’S PUBLIC DEFENDERS 

 
The Tennessee District Public Defenders Conference has re-elected Jeffrey 

S. Henry as Executive Director of the statewide organization. 

  

The Public Defenders Conference is a statewide system of elected Public 

Defenders from each Judicial District. Public Defenders represent citizens 

who are charged with crimes and cannot afford to hire their own attorneys. 

 

The Executive Director develops policy, provides administrative services, 

training, and coordinates multi-district cases. The Executive Director and 

his staff assist District Public Defenders throughout the State in supporting 

the work of their offices.  The Executive Director serves in a liaison 

capacity among the various branches and divisions of state government, 

including  the  courts,  the general assembly, the executive branch, and the 

office of Attorney General and Reporter. 

 

In his role as Executive Director, Henry administers the accounts of the judicial branch which relate to 

the offices of district public defenders. Henry prepares, approves, and submits budget estimates and 

appropriations necessary for the maintenance and operation of the offices of district public defenders 

across the State. 

 

Henry will help lead Public Defenders through a critical time as more Tennesseans than ever before face 

the maze of our criminal justice system.  The Public Defender's role is often reactionary to public 

policy.  As the public demands intense crime fighting efforts, the Public Defender is pressed into even 

greater service to handle the wave of defendants entering the courtroom.  These defendants often enter 

the system with little or no money.  Under their constitutional guarantees to equal justice, these 

Tennesseans most often call upon a Public Defender for help. Public defenders represent the majority of 

criminal cases in Tennessee courts. 

 

Henry and his wife, Mary Jane, reside in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

 

 

 

Jeffrey S.  Henry 


