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TBA Asks Judicial Candidates to Sign Campaign Code 
Pledge designed to preserve faith in integrity of the justice system 

 
NASHVILLE, June 30, 2008 — The Tennessee Bar Association today announced its program 
asking judges and judicial candidates in the August judicial elections to agree to a campaign 
code aimed at preserving public faith in the integrity of the justice system. 
 
This year’s effort is modeled after the highly successful 2006 program under which the vast 
majority of judicial candidates pledged to conduct their campaigns under the Tennessee Fair 
Judicial Campaign Code of Conduct. 
 
A new Tennessee Bar Association Judicial Campaign Conduct Committee is overseeing the 
program. The committee is chaired by Chattanooga lawyer Sam Elliott, and includes prominent 
lawyers and citizen members. Lance Bracy (Goodlettsville), George Brown (Memphis), Lew 
Conner (Nashville), Ronald Eytchison (Signal Mountain), Buck Lewis (Memphis), Anne Martin 
(Nashville), Jimmie Miller (Kingsport), Sandra Roberts (Nashville), Sarah Sheppeard 
(Knoxville), Ed Stanton (Memphis), Bucky Welford (Memphis), and Berje Yacoubian 
(Memphis) have agreed to serve as members of this committee.  
 
Announcing the plan, TBA President George T. Lewis of Memphis said, “Judicial elections are 
different. Judges must run on a pledge that they will conduct themselves in a fair and impartial 
manner if elected. A judge who might be asked to pre-judge a case or to comment on legal issues 
might have to step aside, or recuse himself or herself, if he or she had already announced their 
viewpoint.” 
 
More than 189 judges subscribed to the code in the 2006 election in which all state judges were 
up for election. In August 2008, two Supreme Court justices, two Court of Appeals judges from 
Middle Tennessee, a Court of Appeals judge from West Tennessee, and Court of Criminal 
Appeals judges from East and West Tennessee will be on the ballot for yes-no retention election. 
Those judges have been evaluated by the Tennessee Judicial Evaluation Commission and their 
evaluations are available at www.tba.org/judicialcampaign. There are also several elections for 
trial and general sessions judges to fill out the balance of eight-year terms in the August election.  
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Those judicial candidates who subscribe to the Tennessee Fair Judicial Campaign Code of 
Conduct will be listed on the TBA's website at www.tba.org/judicialcampaign along with 
information on judicial campaigns and a voter guide called “Judging Judges.” Early voting 
begins in three weeks, on July 18. 

 
The Tennessee Bar Association (TBA) is the largest professional association in Tennessee with 
more than 10,000 members. Founded in 1881, the TBA provides opportunities for continuing 
legal education, professional development and public service. The TBA’s dedication to serving 
the state’s legal community is evidenced by its membership roll, which represents the entire 
spectrum of legal practice: plaintiff and defense lawyers, corporate counsel, judges, prosecutors, 
public defenders, government lawyers and legal services attorneys. 
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