
Nashville pro bono program honors firm 
and attorney for work with the poor
Pro Bono Leadership Award Established

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 3, 2008 – The Nashville Pro Bono Program announced
today the recipients of its two awards for pro bono service, which will be pre-
sented during the annual Nashville Bar Banquet on Thursday, Dec. 4. Meg
Mazzone, vice president and legal counsel with the Sarah Cannon Re s e a r c h
Institute, has been named the Joseph G. Cummings, Sr. Volunteer Attorney of
the Ye a r, and Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry was named the first recipient
of the Pro Bono Leadership Award. 

“Meg was a leader in creating the Nashville Pro Bono Program,” said Lucinda
Smith, director of the Nashville Pro Bono Program, which is administered
through the Legal Aid Society. “She has long championed the need for lawyers
to provide free help to those who can not afford it. She particularly helped to
raise awareness of this need within the bar associations and the courts.” 

During the last 20 years, Mazzone has helped 52 clients through the Nashville
Pro Bono Program in the areas of employment and unemployment benefits appeals. In the past year, she
coached three clients on how to represent themselves during an unemployment benefits appeal.

The Pro Bono Leadership Award was established this year to recognize outstanding and innovative work in pro-
moting access to justice and increasing the resources available to individuals who cannot afford legal assis-
tance. It is not intended to be an annual award, but rather presented when merited. The inaugural recipient,
Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry, was one of the first firms in Tennessee to adopt the Pro Bono Institute’s
Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge, which commits firms to providing 50 hours of pro bono work per lawyer annually. 

"Boult Cummings has a long history of providing pro bono work, but the firm placed an even greater emphasis
on its level of involvement in 2008," said David Ta y l o r, Boult Cummings' designated Pro Bono Member.  "This
year our attorneys will have provided 4,000 hours of free legal services on nearly 200 separate matters, at a
value at over $1 million, and over 95% of our lawyers have performed pro bono work."

“Boult really stepped up and took on this challenge,” said Smith. “They have institutionalized a centralized
placement for referrals from the Nashville Pro Bono Program and have accepted 54 clients referred through
the Legal Aid Society. ”

The firm partnered with the Legal Aid Society and the Tennessee Justice Center to train the firm’s attorneys
to represent clients who were in danger of losing their TennCare coverage. The firm has represented 12
clients on appeal hearings. The firm also works with Tennessee Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts and has provid-
ed free assistance to 25 non-profit organizations and individuals in arts-related matters.  Additionally, the
firm is serving as the Nashville host for the Lawyers Serving Warriors: Launch Project, an initiative to provide
free legal representation in military discharge, military disability, and veterans benefits cases to current and
former military personnel who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom (Iraq) and Operation Enduring Freedom
( A f g h a n i s t a n ) .

The Legal Aid Society gives free civil legal aid to people who have nowhere else to turn. It serves 48 counties
from offices in Clarksville, Columbia, Cookeville, Gallatin, Murfreesboro, Nashville, Oak Ridge, and Tu l l a h o m a .
The Legal Aid Society is funded in part by United Wa y.


