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INTRODUCTION 
 

On June 9, 2008, Governor Phil Bredesen appointed Steve Stafford to the Court of Appeals 
and Camille R. McMullen to the Court of Criminal Appeals.  Because these appointments 
occurred more than thirty (30) days prior to the August 2008 general election ballot, these 
appointees are to appear, pursuant to statute, on the August 2008 general election ballot for 
retention election.  As required by provisions of the Tennessee Plan, Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 17-14-
101, et seq., appellate court judges must be evaluated by the Judicial Evaluation Commission 
prior to standing for retention election.  In 1994, the Tennessee General Assembly changed the 
method of electing state appellate judges by adopting the Tennessee Plan.  Judges Stafford and 
McMullen were sworn in on June 12, 2008 and evaluated on the same date.  The following 
evaluations are an addendum to the 2008 report of the Judicial Evaluation Commission, 
published in March 2008. 

 
The commission’s report addendum contains the evaluation results and retention 

recommendations for one Court of Appeals judge and one Court of Criminal Appeals judge who 
are standing for retention election in August 2008. Under the guidelines outlined in Supreme 
Court Rule 27, as required by the Plan, evaluations are based upon the following criteria: 

 
1. Integrity 
2. Knowledge and Understanding of the Law 
3. Ability to Communicate 
4. Preparation and Attentiveness 
5. Service to the Profession 
6. Effectiveness in Working with Other Judges and Court Personnel 
 
Applications previously submitted by the judges to the Judicial Selection Commission were 

reviewed by the commission.  In addition, the commission conducted a formal interview with 
each judge to discuss judicial performance issues as part of the evaluation process.  Because 
Judge Steve Stafford and Judge Camille R. McMullen were in office for less than one year at the 
time of the evaluation, surveys were not conducted. 

 
The evaluations contained herein express the commission’s impressions of each judge’s 

experience and performance and include the commission’s vote and recommendation regarding 
retention.  It should be noted that two commissioners were unavailable and excused from 
participation in the evaluation of Court of Appeals Judge Steve Stafford and Court of Criminal 
Appeals Judge Camille R. McMullen. 



               
     COURT OF APPEALS       
 
JUDGE STEVE STAFFORD 
Recommendation:  RETAIN 
Commission Vote: 10 FOR RETENTION – 0 AGAINST RETENTION 
   2 NOT PARTICIPATING 
 
Legal Education and Experience:  Judge Steve Stafford received a law degree from the 
Cumberland School of Law at Samford University in 1983.  Upon completing law school, Judge 
Stafford engaged in the private practice of law in from 1983 until 1993.  In 1988, Judge Stafford 
was elected to serve as the part time judge of the Dyersburg Municipal Court, exercising both 
municipal and general sessions jurisdictions.  In 1993, Judge Stafford was appointed Chancellor 
for the 29th Judicial District and was reelected in 1998 and 2006.  Judge Stafford was appointed 
by the Governor to the Court of Appeals in June 2008. 
 
Service to the Profession:  Judge Stafford is a Fellow of the Tennessee Bar Foundation and a 
member of the Dyer County and Tennessee Bar Associations.  He served as president of the 
Dyer County Bar Association in 1987-1988.  Judge Stafford served as presiding judge of the 
Court of Judiciary from 2004 until 2007.  He has also served as president of the Tennessee 
Judicial Conference.  In 2007, Judge Stafford was selected Judge of the Year by the Tennessee 
Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates.  Judge Stafford is a frequent lecturer on legal 
topics to court clerks, lawyers, and judges, with a majority of his lectures focusing on ethics. 
 
Performance Evaluation:  Because of the short duration of Judge Stafford’s service, no survey 
results were available for consideration by the Commission.   
 
Interview:  The Commission used the information available in Judge Stafford’s application to 
the Judicial Selection Commission to conduct the interview.  As a result of the interview, the 
Commission found Judge Stafford to have a broad range of experience in civil law, based both 
upon his experience as an attorney practitioner and a trial judge.  He appears to possess the 
knowledge and writing ability to serve on the appellate court.  Judge Stafford’s time constraints 
kept him from delivering written opinions as a trial judge.  However, he has written opinions as a 
Special Judge on the Court of Appeals and for Worker’s Compensation Panels.  He stated that he 
is looking forward to drafting opinions that concisely convey the outcome of the case while 
providing guidelines to trial judges, attorneys and parties to a case.  Judge Stafford was sworn in 
two hours prior to his interview.  Therefore, he had not yet had cases assigned to him.  However, 
he committed to drafting opinions in a timely manner and expressed a clear understanding of the 
importance of producing timely decisions. 
 
Recommendation:  The Commission recommends the retention of Judge Steve Stafford on the 
Tennessee Court of Appeals by a vote of 10-0.  It should be noted that 2 members were unable to 
participate in the evaluation. 



              
         COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS     
 
JUDGE CAMILLE R. McMULLEN 
Recommendation:  RETAIN 
Commission Vote:   10 FOR RETENTION – 0 AGAINST RETENTION 
   2 NOT PARTICIPATING 
 
Legal Education and Experience:  Judge Camille R. McMullen received a law degree from the 
University of Tennessee College of Law in 1996.  She served as law clerk for Judge Joe Riley in 
the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals during 1996.  She joined the District Attorney’s office 
of the 30th Judicial District in 1997 where she prosecuted cases until 2001.  Judge McMullen 
then became an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee, where she has 
prosecuted cases since 2001.  Judge McMullen was appointed by the Governor to serve on the 
Court of Criminal Appeals in June 2008.   
 
Service to the Profession:  Judge McMullen is a member of the Tennessee and Memphis Bar 
Associations, as well as the National Bar Association and the National Black Prosecutors 
Association.  She received recognition for Outstanding Efforts in Project Neighborhood in 2002.  
She also was awarded the US DOJ Special Achievement Award in 2005.  Judge McMullen has 
coached the mock trial team at Central High School in Memphis for a number of years.  Judge 
McMullen has given lectures on legal topics to attorneys and bar associations.  She has also 
given presentations to a number of high school students throughout Memphis and Shelby 
County.   
 
Performance Evaluation:  Because of the short duration of Judge McMullen’s service, no 
survey results were available for consideration by the Commission. 
 
Interview:  The Commission used the information available in Judge McMullen’s application to 
the Judicial Selection Commission to conduct the interview.  As a result of the interview, the 
Commission found Judge McMullen to have a broad range of experience in criminal law, based 
upon her experience as a prosecutor in both the state and federal courts.  Judge McMullen has a 
history of service to the community and to the legal profession that is impressive.  She clerked 
for Judge Joe Riley, a highly respected member of the Court of Criminal Appeals, who was very 
complimentary of her performance. Judge McMullen’s background displays a woman of 
integrity who knows and understands the law, and who serves her community as well as her 
profession.  Judge McMullen expressed a clear understanding that she will have a learning curve 
as she assumes the judicial role.  However, she expressed that she will work toward the same 
goal that she used as a prosecutor - the promotion of justice by upholding the law.  In addition, 
while Judge McMullen was sworn in one hour prior to her interview, she expressed an 
understanding of the importance of a well-drafted, concise and timely written opinion. 
 
Recommendation:  The Commission recommends the retention of Judge Camille R. McMullen 
on the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals by a vote of 10-0.  It should be noted that 2 
members were unable to participate in the evaluation. 
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