
ASAE Associations Advance America Awards Information 
 
Category: Civic and Community Volunteer Activities 
 
Name of Activity: Tennessee Celebrates Pro Bono 
 
Number affected by efforts: 1,095 
 
Number of Association Volunteers Involved: 554 
 
Number of Association Members: 10,086 
 
Organization’s Mission Statement: 
Founded in 1881, the Tennessee Bar Association is dedicated to enhancing fellowship 
among members of the state's legal community. A strictly voluntary association, the TBA 
offers its members a variety of programs and services designed to assist in professional 
development. In addition, through its public relations activities, the TBA endeavors to 
build a positive image for the profession in the community.  From its start in 1881, the 
organization has sought to foster legal education, maintain the honor and dignity of the 
profession of law, to cultivate professional ethics, to encourage social interchange among 
members, and to promote improvements in the law and the modes of its administration. 
 
Brief Overview of Activity: 
Tennessee Celebrates Pro Bono was the month-long celebration of the contributions 
lawyers make throughout the year and served as a venue for interested lawyers to plug 
into pro bono events in their respective communities. October 2009 marked the first time 
this event was held and it fortunately coincided with the 25th anniversary of the 
implementation of Interest On Lawyers Trust Accounts in the state and the $14 million 
dollars they have raised to help those in need. 
 
*Scope of Project: 
(focus on number helped, innovation, breadth of membership involved, member-driven 
work) 
Tennessee Celebrates Pro Bono mobilized attorneys across the state, providing them a 
conduit to help the less fortunate in their communities.  Events were held in large cities 
and rural areas, assisting more than 700 people with legal problems.  Clinics were held 
throughout the month and served a range of issues from property disputes to wills for 
emergency responders and gave attorneys with wide-ranging areas of expertise the 
opportunity to help the poor. Tennessee Bar Association members were the driving force 
of this effort; they organized and staffed these events, ensuring clients were helped in this 
time of great economic need. (100 words) 
 
*Public Relations Value: 
(focus on critical need of those helped, how it sets a good example of an association 
advancing America) 



While lawyers play a vital role in our democracy by advancing justice, this role is not as 
highly valued as it should be.  Tennessee Celebrates Pro Bono highlighted a more 
accurate picture of the profession, attorneys that often take cases knowing their clients 
will not be able to pay them.  The hundreds of people helped during the month certainly 
have an improved opinion of lawyers.  That this effort is coordinated by the state bar 
association only helps advance the esteem of attorneys as it lends the strength, prestige 
and hard work of its members to areas that are underserved.   (99 words) 
 
*Measurable Outcomes: 
(focus on defining, explain how society improved, number affected, ease of replication by 
other groups) 
Tennessee Celebrates Pro Bono affected the lives of more than 1,000 Tennesseans, 
offering hope to those confronted with seemingly insurmountable legal issues, bringing 
light to the good works done by attorneys and providing a model to other associations on 
doing good in a time of need.  The legal expertise donated during this month is worth 
more than $75,000.  The hundreds receiving advice avoided further economic hardship 
and the attorneys that helped them increased the esteem of their profession.  Holding a 
month-long series of events like this is possible with dedicated volunteers and an 
understanding of critical community needs.   (98 words) 
 
*How does this Program Advance America?: 
(all previous winners have demonstrated how society has benefitted from their 
event/activity) 
America benefits from selfless contributions of pro bono attorneys every day. By 
focusing and concentrating efforts to reduce the legal burden on Tennessee’s citizens, the 
TBA provided the means to eliminate costly bills for hundreds of the state’s poor.  This 
in turn alleviates the worry and fear legal action brings to the disadvantaged at an 
unbearable rate compared to their fellow citizens. Additionally, the events offered 
attorneys a venue to give back to their communities without a tremendous toll on their 
time and provided a spotlight to the good that hard-working lawyers do to improve the 
lives of their neighbors.   (100 words) 


