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TWO LOCAL PROSECUTORS RECOGNIZED AT ANNUAL DIRECTOR’S 
AWARDS CEREMONY 

Nashville, TN – December 10, 2009 - The Department of Justice held its 26th annual 
Executive Office for United States Attorneys (EOUSA) Director’s Awards Ceremony on 
December 4, 2009, during which 146 award recipients from more than 30 districts were 
recognized for their dedication to carrying out the Department of Justice’s mission.  Among the 
award recipients were David Rivera and Eli Richardson, both Assistant U.S. Attorneys in the 
Nashville office. Recipients included Assistant United States Attorneys, law enforcement agents, 
litigation teams and others who have made outstanding contributions in federal, state and local 
law enforcement. 

 
“These award recipients have been honored for their service and commitment to our 

country, as well as to their local communities,” said Attorney General Eric Holder.  “Each of 
these dedicated servants has carried out the important mission of the Department of Justice.  
Their accomplishments have advanced the interests of justice on behalf of the American people.” 

 
 David Rivera and Eli Richardson were each recognized for superior performance 

by an Assistant United States Attorney, specifically for their roles in the investigation, 
prosecution and conviction of former Tennessee State Senator John Ford from 2005-2008.  In 
July of 2008, after an extended jury trial, Ford was convicted of multiple counts of wire fraud 
and concealment of material facts in connection with receiving over $1.4 million from two 
different contractors of TennCare, the State of Tennessee’s version of Medicaid.  During the 
trial, the United States proved that Ford sought to defraud the public out of its right to honest 
services in two different schemes while he was a sitting State Senator.  AUSAs Rivera and 
Richardson proved that Ford established and concealed consulting businesses and successfully 
funneled concealed payments of over 1.4 million dollars to himself and his associates, in 
exchange for his influence, in favor of managed and health care organizations doing business 
with the State of Tennessee.  On September 29, 2008, Ford was sentenced to 14 years in prison. 

 
David Rivera currently serves as the First Assistant United States Attorney in Nashville  

and Eli Richardson is currently on detail to Serbia, serving as the Resident Legal Advisor for the 
Department of Justice. 



  
 
 The extraordinary work of these AUSAs has helped the Department of Justice to 

continue it’s mission to enforce all of our nation’s laws, including prosecuting civil rights 
violations, gang violence and drug crimes, as well as representing our client agencies, conducting 
civil enforcement, and assisting victims of crime. 

 
The Executive Office for United States Attorneys provides oversight, general executive 

assistance, and direction to the 94 United States Attorneys’ offices around the country. For more 
information on EOUSA and its mission, visit http://www.usdoj.gov/usao. 
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