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Supreme Court Announces Access to Justice Goals 
Court Unveils Plans for Pro Bono Summit; Access to Justice Website 

 
Nashville, Tenn. – The Tennessee Supreme Court today unveiled plans to host a statewide pro bono 

summit as a part of the Court's effort to address access to justice in Tennessee. The pro bono summit 

was just one of several action items outlined by the Court, as it announced the adoption of four over-

arching goals to guide its Access to Justice Initiative in the coming years. 

 
The pro bono summit, which will be held in Nashville on January 20, 2011, will bring together members 

the legal community to discuss pro bono issues, preview available technology, and seek input on the 

development of a statewide pro bono referral system. 

 

“We believe that this summit will be a great launching pad for increasing pro bono efforts throughout the 

state, and we hope to see many of the people here today join us for this event,” Chief Justice Holder said 

during her remarks. 

 
The Court also announced plans for an access to justice website, which will be a repository of resources 

and information for Tennesseans. The site will include videos about the court system, links to local 

resources throughout the state, and downloadable plain-language forms, which will be approved by the 

Supreme Court. The new site is expected to launch in January 2011. 

 

During the event, Holder thanked the members of the Access to Justice Commission and the legal 

community at large for their contributions to addressing the legal needs crisis in Tennessee.  

 

“Tennessee is truly on the leading edge of access to justice efforts nationwide due to the longstanding 

tradition of exceptional coordination among members of our access to justice community, the bar, and the 

courts, locally and statewide,” Holder said. “It is this tradition of cooperation and coordination that has 

made the efforts of the last two years possible and so successful.” 
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Holder also unveiled the Court’s new access to justice video, which will be used to educate the legal 

community and business leaders about the civil legal needs crisis in Tennessee. The video is available at 

www.justiceforalltn.com.  

 

For additional information about the initiative and to download a copy of Chief Justice Holder’s remarks, 

please visit: http://www.tncourts.gov/geninfo/Programs/A2J/A2J.htm 

 

About the Access to Justice Initiative 
In response to the growing civil legal needs gap in Tennessee, the Supreme Court made access to justice 
its number one strategic priority in 2008. The Court formally announced the Access to Justice Initiative in 
December 2008 and formed the Access to Justice Commission in April 2009. The Access to Justice 
Commission was tasked with creating a strategic plan, which was submitted to the Court on April 1, 2010.  
 
The Court’s announcement today included the adoption of the four goals that were recommended by the 
Access to Justice Commission: 
 

 Goal 1: To involve more lawyers and law students in meeting legal needs so that the public is 
better served. 
 

 Goal 2: To provide greater educational opportunities and resources for policymakers, self-
represented litigants, the community, lawyers, court personnel and others. 

 
 Goal 3: To make the justice system more user-friendly. 

 
 Goal 4: To remove barriers to access to justice, including, but not limited to, disability, language, 

literacy and geography. 
 
For more information, please visit http://www.tncourts.gov/geninfo/Programs/A2J/A2J.htm.  
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