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Our Courts Colorado, a statewide program that explains why state and federal courts 
must be fair and impartial, was one of two recipients of the 4th Annual Coalition for 
Justice Burnham Hod Greeley Award.  More information on page 5 >> 

Perceptions of Justice: 
A Town Hall Dialogue on Color, Ethnicity and the Courts 

Presented by the Judicial Division Lawyers Conference 
and the Coalition for Justice.   
See page 2 to read more >> 

Justice is the Business of Government.  The ABA Standing Committee 
on Judicial Independence (SCJI) and with the National Center for State Courts will 
develop funding principles and standards for funding the justice system.   
Read more on page 3 >>  
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Articles for the  
Summer Issue  

Are due  
June 30, 2010 

18Hjudgeeds@gmail.c
om  

“…AND JUSTICE FOR ALL,” The last four 
words of the Pledge of Allegiance. They express not 
only what we believe but also what we want.  Are we 
getting what we want?  Or are we getting something 
else? 
 
We all agree that the public needs to know more about 
the justice system but is “Court TV,” “Judge Judy” and 
“Divorce Court” the best way for citizens to learn?  
More information on page 5 >> 

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Coalition for Justice 
newsletter.  I am Linda Klein, Chair of the Coalition for Justice.  The 
Coalition shares your interests in keeping our democracy safe, our 
courts fair and impartial, and our citizens educated in civics.   
 
Each quarterly newsletter will contain information that we think you 
can use. In addition, the Coalition would also like to share 
information regarding your projects with other organizations and 
entities within the ABA.  Feel free to send your materials and web 
links to our staff for consideration in the summer issue.   

http://new.abanet.org/justicecenter/justice/Pages/default.aspx


L. Neal Ellis 

 
About the Coalition For Justice 
 
Mission 
The Coalition for Justice works to build public 
trust and confidence in the justice system — and 
in the legal profession — through partnerships 
with non-lawyer organizations.  It disseminates 
information and creates a dialogue and valuable 
feedback to the ABA from organizations that are 
impacted by and interested in our justice system.   
 
Meetings 
The Coalition meets at each Midyear and Annual 
meeting.  The date, time and location for the 
Annual Meeting is available on page 7 of the 
Newsletter under Upcoming Events and on the 
Coalition for Justice website. 
 
In addition, the Coalition for Justice meets the last 
Wednesday of each month via a conference call.  
You are welcome to join the call, contact Gilda 
Fairley at fairleyg@staff.abanet.org for more 
information.  
 
Members, Liaisons and Staff*  
Linda A. Klein, Chair    Parag P. Patel 
Marc T. Amy                 Rudolph N. Patterson 
Vanita M. Banks Alan Ramsaur  
Herbert J. Belgrad    Frederic B. Rodgers  
Robert W. Bush    Jon H. Rosen  
Gilda Fairley*      Edward J. Schoenbaum 
David E. Funkhouser    Donald E. Shaver 
Benjamin H. Hill, IV    Virginia E. Sloan  
William Hopkins    Neal R. Sonnett 
Michael B. Hyman    Carolyn Stennett 
Jodi B. Levine     Glenn Stover 
Christel E. Marquardt    Christopher T. Whitten 
William E. Murane    Diane Yu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perceptions of Justice:  A Town Hall Dialogue 
on Color, Ethnicity and the Courts 
By: Neal Ellis, Chair, Lawyers Conference,  
ABA Judicial Division 

 
On April 20, 2010 the 
ABA Judicial Division 
Lawyers Conference and 
the Coalition for Justice 
presented the fourth in a  

    series of Perceptions of               
  Justice programs at the Old 

City Council Chambers in Washington, D.C.  
Perceptions of Justice, originally conceived by 
former Lawyers Conference Chair, Judge Michael 
Hyman, brings judges, lawyers, politicians, 
neighborhood activists and members of the public 
together to talk about the subject of color and 
ethnicity in the courts.  It is based on the principle 
that the perception of fairness and justice is a 
basic tenet of public confidence in the courts and 
underlies the legitimacy and effectiveness of the 
judicial system.  The programs have three main 
goals:  to stimulate a discussion of perceptions 
and raise awareness within the judicial and legal 
communities; to support or propose solutions to 
the problems that surface during the discussions; 
and to help promote the advocacy necessary to 
advance the best solutions.   
 
The two most recent Perceptions of Justice 
programs have been set up in a town hall format 
to permit a free flow of discussion.  The 
Washington, DC, program was attended by 
Advisory Neighborhood Commissioners, law 
professors, District of Columbia judges, legal 
advocacy groups and members of the public from 
as far away as Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Northern Virginia. Professor Michael 
Higginbotham of the University of Baltimore 
School of Law and Judge Allen Webster from 
California served as the program moderators and 
led a spirited discussion about perceptions in the 
District of Columbia.  Prior Perceptions of Justice 
programs have been held in Boston, Dallas and 
Chicago.   
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Following the Washington, DC event, the next 
Perceptions of Justice program will be held in San 
Francisco, California, in conjunction with the 
ABA Annual Meeting.  Scheduled to take place at 
the Golden Gate University Law School on 
Thursday, August 5, 2010 from 2-5:00 p.m., the 
San Francisco program will be introduced by 
Dean Ramey from Golden Gate.  Judges Ken 
Kawaichi and Gordon Baranco will moderate the 
discussion about perceptions.  California Supreme 
Court Justice Cruz Reynoso will lead the second 
part of the program devoted to possible 
improvements and solutions.  The participants are 
expected to include judges, district attorneys, 
police, public defenders, scholars, and community 
spokespeople among others. 
 
A Town Hall is presently in the planning stages 
for Atlanta during the ABA 2011 Midyear 
Meeting.  After the Atlanta program, we expect to 
present a monograph to the Judicial Division 
leadership which captures the lessons learned 
during the programs.  We also hope that the 
monograph will provide the basis for future Town 
Hall programs throughout the country to carry on 
this important dialogue. 

 
 
The Coalition Seeks the Judiciary’s Opinion on 
the Economy and Current Legal Needs  
of Americans 
By:  Linda A. Klein, Chair, Coalition for Justice 

 
To fulfill one of the goals of the American Bar 
Association, helping to improve the justice 
system, the ABA Coalition for Justice conducted 
a nationwide electronic survey of state trial judges 
to better understand the impact of our current 
economic situation on the public’s legal needs.   
 
Judges are uniquely positioned to see if a greater 
or lesser number of cases have been filed, or if 
more or fewer parties are now being represented 
by counsel.  Judges also see first hand the impact 
on parties who are not represented.  Over 1000 
judges responded.   
 
 

Results of the survey will be published, in the fall 
of 2010 and will be posted on the Coalition for 
Justice Website at 
http://new.abanet.org/justicecenter/justice/Pages/def
ault.aspx.   
 
Justice is the Business of Government Task 
Force of the Standing Committee on Judicial 
Independence Principles and Standards  
By:  Peter Koelling, Director, ABA Justice Center  
 
The Justice is the Business of Government Task 
Force of the Standing Committee on Judicial 
Independence is working to develop principles 
and standards for funding the justice system.  The 
economic downturn has impacted state and local 
budgets dramatically. Courts are therefore 
impacted not only in their operations but also for 
the enforcement of orders. Courts are being forced 
to make cuts and even close their doors to the 
public.  Sentencing options for both adults and 
juveniles have been limited.  Legislatures are 
reluctant to fully fund the justice system when 
there are strong competing needs for state 
funding.  These pressures will not be alleviated 
any time soon. Courts have to find ways to meet 
the justice needs of citizens while becoming more 
efficient.  The old ways of operating for many 
court systems are no longer viable.  The National 
Center for State Courts is working with a number 
of states to help reengineer the way they do 
business.  Out of this experience the task force is 
working to develop funding principles that look to 
new ways of organizing and operating. As these 
principles are developed, the plan is to 
disseminate them for comment as widely as 
possible beyond court and lawyer organizations.  
Once approved by the ABA, the Coalition’s role 
will be to begin to explore ways to build a 
constituency of support for those principles 
beyond the legal community.  Is your organization 
interested in working with the Coalition on this 
project? Contact Gilda Fairley at 
fairleyg@staff.abanet.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://new.abanet.org/justicecenter/justice/Pages/default.aspx
http://new.abanet.org/justicecenter/justice/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:fairleyg@staff.abanet.org


Page 4 of 7 

The Rule of Law  
 
The ABA Rule of Law Initiative is a public 
service project of the American Bar Association 
dedicated to promoting rule of law around the 
world. The ABA Rule of Law Initiative believes 
that rule of law promotion is the most effective 
long-term antidote to the pressing problems facing 
the world community today, including poverty, 
economic stagnation, and conflict.  For more 
information visit https://www.abanet.org/rol/  

 
Court Funding and Access to Justice 
By:  Courtly Currents is a publication for members and  

collaborators of the Standing Committees on Federal 
Judicial Improvements and Judicial Independence  

 
The National Conference of Bar Presidents 
(“NCBP”) sponsored a program on February 5 of 
the 2010 ABA Midyear Meeting titled “Court 
Funding and Access to Justice: Sobering Facts 
and Tentative Solutions.”  Standing Committee on 
Judicial Independence (“SCJI”) Chair William 
Weisenberg moderated the program, which 
addressed the dramatic impact of the economic 
downturn on state court funding, resulting in what 
the New York Times has called “a tangible 
narrowing of access to justice.”   A panel of 
national experts and state and local bar leaders 
discussed the impact of the crisis and shared 
measures being taken to affirmatively address 
problems.  A subsequent workshop session 
featured additional approaches to address the 
economic downturn by other bar associations.   
 
If you would like more information regarding the 
program contact Konstantina Vagenas at 
vagenask@staff.abanet.org or visit the Standing 
committee on Judicial Independence website at 
http://www.abanet.org/judind/   
 

    
 
 
 
 

Coalition for Justice Conducts 
National Issues Forum (NIF) 
By:  Judge Marc T. Amy, Coalition for Justice NIF 

Moderator   
The Coalition for Justice 
conducted a National Issues 
Forum (NIF) at Dr. Phillips 
High School in Orlando, Florida 
on Friday February 5, 2010 in 
conjunction with the ABA’s 
Midyear Meeting. An 
outstanding group of 

approximately 65 students engaged in a 
discussion on the topic of Separation of Powers.  
With the assistance of Debra Mitchell, Dr. 
Phillips’ Social Studies Curriculum Leader, the 
students prepared for participation in the NIF by 
review of the Coalition’s handbook entitled Under 
Pressure:  How Do We Keep the Courts Fair and 
Impartial?   
 
The handbook identified three potential 
approaches to ensuring fairness and impartiality in 
the judiciary:  Understanding the Role of the 
Judiciary; Making the Judicial System Work 
Better; and Making the Judiciary Less Political.  
Using this framework as a vehicle for discussion, 
the students held a deliberative discussion 
regarding the purpose of the judiciary and where 
it fits into the three branches of government.  The 
participants carefully considered the role of the 
judiciary, its separate and independent powers, 
and areas of responsibility.  The students offered 
their perspectives and views on the issues raised 
as they worked toward a better understanding of 
the judiciary’s place in our government. 
 
Judge Marc T. Amy (Louisiana Court of Appeals, 
Third Circuit) a member of the Coalition for 
Justice, served as moderator for the February 
event.  Coalition Members Judge Christel E. 
Marquardt (Kansas Court of Appeals), David E. 
Funkhouser, (Mason City, Iowa), and Coalition 
Liaison from the Labor and Employment Law 
Section, Jon Howard Rosen, (Seattle, 
Washington) participated in the NIF as well.    
 
 
 

https://www.abanet.org/rol/
mailto:vagenask@staff.abanet.org
http://www.abanet.org/judind/
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Linda Klein, Dr. Elinor Greenberg,  
Judges Russell Carparelli and  

Marcia  Kreiger 

Also attending were invited guests Judge Russell 
Carparelli, (Colorado Court of Appeals), and Dr. 
Elinor M. Greenberg, who as representatives of 
the Colorado Bar Association and the Colorado 
Judicial Institute respectively, received the 
Coalition’s 2010 Burnham “Hod” Greeley Award, 
for their joint Project:  Our Courts Colorado. 
 
For more information on the Coalition for Justice 
National Issues Forums, visit 
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/
NationalIssuesForums.aspx  

 
“And Justice for All,” National Issues Forum 
 
This special issue book was prepared by the 
American Bar Association in collaboration with 

the National Issues Forums 
Network and the Kettering 
Foundation for use by civic and 
educational groups interested in 
addressing the issue of how we 
can improve the justice system. 
 

An overwhelming majority of Americans agree 
that we have the best justice system in the world. 
But is the best in the world good enough when 
many segments of the population—minorities, 
women, immigrants and the poor—feel they are 
unfairly treated by the system or left outside its 
doors with no way to get in? Other citizens, too, 
have grown cynical. Increasingly, they see politics 
and special interests infiltrating the system. How 
can we restore public confidence in American 
justice? This book is designed to promote public 
deliberation that can help us find common ground 
for action on this pressing issue.  To receive your 
free copy of "...And Justice For All," please 
complete our registration form and visit 
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/
JusticeforAll.aspx for a free Moderator’s Guide.  

 
Burnham “Hod” Greeley Award 
By:  Diane C. Yu, Chair, Award Committee 

 
The fourth Annual 
Burnham "Hod" Greeley 
Award was presented to 
Mr. Larry S. Okinaga of 
Honolulu, Hawaii.     

Mr. Okinaga was selected for his dedication to 
educating the public on the role of the judiciary. 
Larry began and contributed to numerous 
programs to improve and support the justice 
system.  He engaged non-lawyer citizens in 
efforts to improve the administration of justice for 
the benefit of all Americans. Mr. Okinaga 
founded the Hawaii State Chapter of the 
American Judicature Society and encouraged the 
formation of chapters in several other states. Larry 
Okinaga has been a partner for 31 years in the 
Honolulu office of Carlsmith Ball, LLP. To reach 
Larry Okinaga visit www.carlsmith.com. Judge 
Russell Carparelli, Colorado Court of Appeals, 
and Judge Marcia Krieger, U.S. District Court, 
also received the Award in recognition of their 
outstanding contribution for promoting public 
awareness of the importance of a fair, impartial, 
and independent judiciary with their  
Our Courts Colorado project.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Courts Colorado is a statewide program that 
addresses why state and federal courts must be 
fair and impartial, how courts decide, court work-
loads, and the processes, by which judges are 
selected, evaluated, disciplined, and retained.  The 
project is a joint collaboration between the 
Colorado Bar Association (CBA) and the 
Colorado Judicial Institute (CJI).  For more 
information regarding the Our Courts Colorado 
project, visit www.ourcourtscolorado.org/. 
 
The Burnham "Hod" Greeley Award may be 
presented to any individual or organization that 
has made a significant, positive impact on public 
understanding of the role of the judiciary in a 
democratic society and its importance to the Rule 
of Law.  The Award recognizes extraordinary 
outreach efforts designed to enhance public 
awareness of the need for a fair and impartial 
judiciary.  

Larry Okinaga, Linda Klein 
and Kim Greeley 

http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/NationalIssuesForums.aspx
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/NationalIssuesForums.aspx
http://www.abanet.org/justice/nif/registration.html
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/JusticeforAll.aspx
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/JusticeforAll.aspx
http://www.carlsmith.com/
http://www.ourcourtscolorado.org/
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Nominations for the 2011 Award will be accepted 
beginning August 2, 2010.  For selection criteria 
and nomination guidelines visit, 
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/
GreeleyAward.aspx  
 
The Judicial Division – and the Standing 
Committee on Judicial Independence Least 
Understood Branch 

The Least Understood Branch (LUB) project is a 
joint effort of the Standing Committee on Judicial 
Independence and the Judicial Division, with the 
League of Women Voters (LWV), Justice at Stake 
(JAS), and the National Center for State Courts 
(NCSC) as participating entities. The LUB project 
focuses on partnering with state and local bar 
associations to carry the message of the 
importance of fair and impartial courts in our 
democracy to every possible venue in their 
communities. The Ohio State Bar Association has 
adopted LUB.  

The LUB project has developed materials which 
include sample editorials, op-ed pieces, letters to 
the editor, and a message platform on the 
importance of "fair and impartial courts" to our 
democratic society. LUB also produced the 
recently-released DVD, Protecting Our Rights, 
Protecting Our Courts, and has prepared a 
pamphlet titled Countering the Critics as an aid to 
speakers in this area as well as a guide on 
responding to potentially hostile or critical 
questions. LUB is in the process of providing state 
and local bar associations with training in 
delivering these messages.  The Judicial Division 
will hold six LUB presentations in 2011.   

Expect to see us in Atlanta, Los Angeles, Florida, 
and Indiana with others states pending. For more 
information and to download materials visit 
http://www.abanet.org/judind/toolkit/impartialcou
rts/  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Featured Roadmap 
An Excerpt from-Judicial Selection: The 
Process of Choosing Judges  
By:  William E. Murane, Chair, Roadmap Committee  

 
When the government of the 
United States was first 
established, judges in most states 
were appointed by chief 
executives and/or legislatures, to 
serve lifetime terms.  

 
As populist ideals began to emerge in the 
Jacksonian era, many states turned over the duty 
of selecting judges to the “will of the people,” and 
began limiting the terms judges would serve. 
 
In the late nineteenth century, there was a 
backlash against the growing power of political 
party leaders, and several states moved to 
nonpartisan elections for judges. After the turn of 
the twentieth century, dissatisfaction with partisan 
politics and its influence on the court system led 
to early discussions about the need for more far-
reaching “reform.” 
 
In 1931, Albert Kales, co-founder of the 
American Judicature Society, proposed a new 
method of judicial selection whereby a state 
would create a bipartisan nominating commission 
composed of both lawyers and laypersons. This 
commission would identify highly qualified 
candidates, without regard for their political ties 
or party affiliation, for appointment by the 
governor. The governor would then appoint one 
of the recommended candidates to the bench. The 
plan also recognized the need for public 
accountability, and proposed that all sitting judges 
would regularly face a retention vote, where 
citizens would have the opportunity to determine 
whether judges remained in office after their 
initial terms.  
 
The proposal stimulated discussions across the 
nation among those who wished to reduce the role 
of politics in judicial selection while still allowing 
for regular public participation in the process.  
 
 

http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/GreeleyAward.aspx
http://new.abanet.org/JusticeCenter/Justice/Pages/GreeleyAward.aspx
http://www.abanet.org/judind/toolkit/impartialcourts/
http://www.abanet.org/judind/toolkit/impartialcourts/
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Within the American Bar Association, the 
proposal led to the organization’s first policy 
statement on the issue. Passed in 1937, the first 
ABA resolution in favor of judicial merit 
selection—as the plan came to be known—
remains the cornerstone of ABA policy today.  In 
1940, forward-thinking citizens advanced the 
argument that democratic government requires a 
qualified, capable, and independent judiciary free 
from political influence.  
 
Judicial Selection: The Process of Choosing 
Judges, is a free Coalition for Justice Publication, 
prepared by the Coalition for Justice and updated 
by Rachel Paine Caufield Program and Research 
Consultant American Judicature Society and 
Malia Reddick, Director of Research & Programs 
American Judicature Society.  
 
Note from Coalition 
 
The Coalition for Justice E-News and Resources is a 
publication of the American Bar Association.  The views 
expressed in the Coalition for Justice E-News and 
Resources are those of the author only and not necessarily 
those of the ABA, the Coalition for Justice, or the 
government agencies, courts, universities, or law firms with 
whom the members are affiliated.   
 
All persons interested in submitting articles for inclusion in 
an issue of Coalition for Justice E-News and Resources 
contact Judge Ed Schoenbaum at judgeeds@gmail.com or 
Gilda Fairley at fairleyg@staff.abanet.org.   
 
 
Article Submission Deadlines 
Summer 2010; Friday, June 30, 2010 
Articles should be 750 words or less, including pictures and 
submitted in Microsoft Word Format.   
 

Copyright 2010 | American Bar Association | All Rights Reserved 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
ABA Annual Meeting 
San Francisco Marriott Marquis  
55 Fourth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
All events will be at the Marriott Marquis 
Unless otherwise noted 
 
Thursday, August 5, 2010 
Perceptions of Justice: A Town Hall Meeting on Race, 
Ethnicity and the Courts 
Golden Gate Law School 
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
 
Friday, August 6, 2010 
Justice 12.0 – Is There An App for That?  
Sponsored by the Judicial Division and co-sponsored by the 
Coalition for Justice 
Ballroom, Salons 1-2, Lower B2 Level  
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
National Issues Forum 
Location TBD 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
Coalition for Justice Business Meeting 
Sierra Suite B, 5th Floor 
1:00 p.m. –  2:00 p.m.  
 
Coalition for Justice CLE Program  
Crisis in Representation  
Pacific Suite B, 4th Floor 
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 8, 2010 
Fair Trial, Free Press? Trying High-Profile  
Cases in a 24/7 ‘New Media’ World  
Sponsored by the National Conference of Federal  
Trial Judges and co-sponsored by the Coalition for Justice  
Moscone Ctr West, Room 2001-2003, 2nd FL  
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
Coalition for Justice E-News and Resources provides articles and resource materials on current issues for national public interest organizations, also known as non-lawyer organizations.  
This information can be used in your publications and programs on Justice, the Rule of Law, and Judicial Independence. The materials in this issue represent the opinions of the authors 
and editors and should not be construed to be those of the American Bar Association unless adopted pursuant to the bylaws of the Association. Nothing contained herein is to be 
considered as the rendering of legal advice for specific cases.  Readers are responsible for obtaining such advice from their legal counsel. Materials and any forms and agreements herein 
are intended for educational and informational purposes only.  

Update your profile | Unsubscribe | Privacy Policy   American Bar Association | 321 N. Clark Street| Chicago, IL 60654 | 1-800-285-2221 

mailto:judgeeds@gmail.com
mailto:fairleyg@staff.abanet.org
http://www.abanet.org/abanet/common/MyABA/home.cfm
http://www.abanet.org/unsubscribe.shtml?email=&EMAIL_ADDRESS;
http://www.abanet.org/privacy_statement.html

	When the government of the United States was first established, judges in most states were appointed by chief executives and/or legislatures, to serve lifetime terms. 
	As populist ideals began to emerge in the Jacksonian era, many states turned over the duty of selecting judges to the “will of the people,” and began limiting the terms judges would serve.

